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TOL ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 
FROM: Bill Erwin, Bureau of Criminal Statistics 


SUBJECT: 1972 Arrest Summary 


Data for this annual report was derived from information 
submitted to the Bureau of Criminal Statistics by 56 county 
sheriff's offices, 41 police departments and six tribal police 
departments via the monthly arrest register. In 1972, more law 
enforcement agencies cooperated in submitting arrest data than 
in 1971 and data submitted was more accurate. Despite a general 
increase in both felony and misdemeanor arrests, the overal] 
profile of arrests remained fairly constant indicating a standard- 
ization of reporting both in 1972 and in the base year 1971. 


GENERAL TRENDS 


A sharp increase of 10,028 arrests or 36.5 percent was noted 
in 1972. The total of misdemeanor and felony arrests increased 
EO 3/ Gills. Ane tT 97 2 compared toy 27), 49000n 1971. ‘Felony arrests: in- 
creased 14.8 percent while misdemeanor arrests increased 40.6 
percent. 


As the increase is spread out over several types of charges 
and is mostly in the misdemeanor category, improved record keeping 
and reporting and improved law enforcement are probably more likely 
explanations for the overall increase than a sharp increase in 
criminal activity in the state in 1972. 


FELONY ARRESTS 


In 1972 there were 5,088 felony arrests in the state compared 
to 4,431 arrests in 1971. Of those arrested 3,932 were adults and 
1,150 were juveniles. 
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Adult felony arrests increased 15.8 percent and juvenile felony 
arrests increased 11.3 percent. With the exception of arrests for 
federal offenses, arrests increased for all other serious crimes. 


Arrests for drug related charges increased from 473 in 1971 to 
688 in 1972. The 45 percent increase could more likely be attributed 
to UN ai de law enforcement (i.e. the work of undercover drug detention 


teams) than to a high increase in the incidence of dangerous drug 
Sale and use. 


The profile of the felony offender remained fairly constant 
between 1971 and 1972. Of those arrested on felony charges in 1972, 
3,478 were 25 or older for a percentage of 68.4 compared to 66.9 
percent in 1971. Males accounted for 90 percent of the felony arrests 
in 1972 as compared to 89 percent in 1971. 


The 1972 profile fluctuated only slightly from the pattern 
established in 1971 as shown in the felony circle graph on the next 
page. 
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MISDEMEANOR ARRESTS 


@ Overall misdemeanor arrests increased from 23,059 in 1971 to 
32,430 in 1972--up 40.6 percent. By age, adult arrests increased 
38.7 percent and juvenile arrests increased 47 percent. 
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However, there is a very slight fluctuation in the percentage 
of misdemeanor arrests of persons 25 years or younger between 1971] 
and 1972. In 1972, there were 17,192 misdemeanor arrests of persons 
im this age groupyor 53 percent. In 1977 52.8 percent. of all) arrests 
were 25 or younger. This percentage is approximately 15 percent 
below the level of felony arrests for this age group. 


As with felony arrests, the profile of misdemeanor arrest re- 
mained fairly constant between 1971 and 1972, as shown in the mis- 
demeanor circle graph on the next page. 


Women were arrested for 18 percent of the misdemeanor charges 
as compared to 10 percent of the felony charges. The overall in- 
crease in female misdemeanor arrests was from 15 percent of the total 
ints to ls percent an) 19.72: 


Comparison of month, day and time of misdemeanor arrests as 
with felony arrests shown little fluctuation between 1971 and 1972. 
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SUMMARY 


The increase in reported crime is general for both felony and 
misdemeanor arrests and is noticeable in most categories. However, 
the profile of the incidence of arrest, age and sex of offender and 
date and time of arrest remain constant with little fluctuation. 
From this data we may conclude that the increase noted in all arrest 
categories is more the result of increased and accurate reporting 
than an indicator of a significant change in the amount of criminal 
activity in the state. 


It will be necessary to establish a longer base period of data 
before attempting to gauge the fluctuations of arrests and relate 
these statistics to the incidence of crime or the quality of law 
enforcement. 
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